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TEACHING THROUGH THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scripture

LESSON 003 STUDENT HANDOUT

The Sufficiency and Clarity of the Scriptures (WCF 1.6-7)

“..and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”
— 2 Timothy 3:15-17

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 1.6-7
6. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life,
is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from
Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or tradi-
tions of men. Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for
the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word: and that there are some circumstances
concerning the worship of God, and government of the church, common to human actions and societies,
which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the
Word, which are always to be observed. 7. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike
clear unto all: yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation, are so
clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the un-
learned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them.

The Utility of the Bible (WCF 1.8-10)

“Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I bring you
some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? If even lifeless instruments, such as the
flute or the harp, do not give distinct notes, how will anyone know what is played? And if the
bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle? So with yourselves, if with your
tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how will anyone know what is said? For you
will be speaking into the air. There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and
none is without meaning, but if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be a foreign-
er to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me.”
— 1 Corinthians 14:6-11
WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 1.8-10
8. The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old), and the New
Testament in Greek (which, at the time of the writing of it, was most generally known to the nations), being
immediately inspired by God, and, by his singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore
authentical; so as, in all controversies of religion, the church is finally to appeal unto them. But, because
these original tongues are not known to all the people of God, who have right unto, and interest in the
Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be trans-
lated into the vulgar language of every nation unto which they come, that, the Word of God dwelling plenti-
fully in all, they may worship him in an acceptable manner; and, through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures, may have hope.
9. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when there is a ques-
tion about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must be searched and
known by other places that speak more clearly.

10. The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of coun-

cils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose sen-
tence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.
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