
The Means of Salvation § 3.6

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?

And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says,

“Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hear‐
ing through the word of Christ. Romans 10:14-17

As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal and most free purpose of his will, fore-or‐
dained all the means thereunto. Wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ,
are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his Spirit working in due season; are justified, adopted, sanctified,
and kept by his power through faith unto salvation. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called,
justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.

Passed By Unto Death § 3.7

For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on
whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who
has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that
I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So
then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. You will say to
me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” But who are you, O man,
to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like

this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honor‐
able use and another for dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to

make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruc‐
tion, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared

beforehand for glory… Romans 9:15–23

The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he exten‐
deth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to pass by, and
to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.

Predestination - A Balm, not a Cudgel § 3.8

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. Deuteronomy 29:29

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 3.8

8. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care, that
men attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certain‐
ty of their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election. So shall this doctrine afford matter of
praise, reverence, and admiration of God; and of humility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sin‐
cerely obey the gospel.
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